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This edition of the Jesse Crawford Elementary Course for organ study was based on the “Second Edition,
Revised” which includes some pages from 1951 added to the originals from 1949. Although the instructions and
diagrams often make reference to the Hammond organ, nearly everything has an obvious counterpart in other organs.
When this volume was first published, playing a real theatre pipe organ was not an option for most, and the Hammond
presented the opportunity for organ practice in a home or community building. To understand Crawford’s teaching and
the development of his organ method, read John W. Landon’s definitive biography,

, Vestal Press, available in many libraries.

published and sold by Emil Ascher of New York City
The restoration was made from Crawford’s own copy, which was in

immaculate condition. I gratefully acknowledge the cooperation and support of Jeff Weiler, who made this possible.

—Michael Johnston, 2010

Jesse Crawford, Poet of the Organ,
Wizard of the Mighty Wurlitzer

The original was stapled together, but today’s coil binding
allows for easier display on the music rack.




































































































































































































