
- 2 - 

The original pipe organ in the First Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
Rock Hill was a 1911 M8Iler, Opus 1303, of 20 registers (stops). This instrument was 
of the tubular-pneumatic type and had about 12 to 14 ranks. The tone of this organ was 
excellent and the sound, pleasing and well suited to the size of the room. The organ was 
in regular use until 1971. In that year the Church bought the Moller organ in the First 
Baptist Church of Laurens, S.C., for $2,000. The cost of moving it to Rock Hill and 
erecting it in the Church was $5,000. This work was done by Mr. Albert Discepoli and 
associates. This organ was Opus 7071 of M811er, built for the Laurens Church in 1942. 
It was rebuilt by M811er for the Laurens congregation, and was given the new number 
Opus R-602. Since it was removed to Rock Hill, there have been several additions made: 
a new trumpet stop in 1976 and a mixture in 1981. 

The Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Chiuth was organized in 1913. Within a year 
or two this congregation had purchased a pipe organ for their new building, which had 
been completed in 1912. This instrument was built by Henry Pilcher's Sons, of 
Louisville, Kentucky. This was a 2-manual organ of about fifteen to eighteen ranks. The 
case was finished in a mahogany color. The instrument was used regularly until the 
1960's. After a few years, during which time several types of organs were tried out, the 
Oakland Avenue Church purchased a large 2-manual instrument from Casavant Freres, 
Limitee, of Quebec, Canada. There is with this organ an antiphonal division. It has 
always been a mystery to this writer that the Church did not install a 3-manual console, 
since the cost at the time would have been negligible and since there were so many stops 
to be shared by only two manuals, with the antiphonal division to be accommodated also. 
But church music committees have always been laws unto themselves, other people's 
advice to the contrary notwithstanding. The technical advisor to the organ committee was 
Dr. Richard Peek, of Charlotte, N.C., who steered the committee to Casavant. 

The First Baptist Church, originally located on Hampton Street in Rock Hill, had 
an organ identical to the Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church instrument, the only 
difference being the finish of the case, which in this instance was natural oak. The 
Baptists evidently bought this Pi!cher organ at the same time that the Presbyterians 
bought, and that would have been about 1914-1915. When the Baptists built their large 
new structure on East Main Street, at the corner of East Main and Oakland Avenue, in 
1922, they moved the Pilcher organ to the new site, where it remained until a large 3- 
manual Kilgen organ was installed in 1951. Kilgen Organ Company, of St. Louis, 
Missouri, furnished the Church with 31 ranks, including the Echo Organ in the rear 
balcony. This organ was a gift to the Church by Mr. and Mrs. L. F. Waldrop. 

It was in 1923-1924 that the congregation of St. John's Methodist Church built 
their new church building on Oakland Avenue Extension. The Church had been so 
pleased with their first pipe organ (Moller Opus 1189) that they purchased another Moller 
organ, Opus 4008 this time, an instrument of three manuals. This was the first 3 -manual 
pipe organ to be installed in a Rock Hill church. The building of this organ was 
supervised by M. P. Miler himself, and the organ has been durable indeed, being eighty- 
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IL CHURCH ORGANISTS THAT I REMEMBER 

First Presbyterian Church: Miss Hattie Thompson, Mrs. Beulah Barron Johnson, J. Ed 
Reid, Mrs. Ben M. Fewell, Miss Nancy G. Campbell, Miss Mary E. Jenkins, Mrs. J. 
Stevenson Davies, Miss Georgia B. Dickert, Dr. Walter B. Roberts, Ben L. Strozier, 
William B. White, Jr., David B. Richardson, Mrs. Janet Miller. * 

St. John's Methodist Church: Mrs. Isabel Field Johnson, Miss Mary Elizabeth Dunlap, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hardin Cogburn, Mrs. Nancy 0. Hull, Mrs. Jane Arant, Richard Crofts, 
Wm. B. White, Jr., Debbie Bagwell, Billy Fallaw, Wesley Revels. 

The Episcopal Church of Our Savior: Miss Ermine Wilfong, Miss Ruth Stephenson, Miss 
Florence M. Smyth, William Dixon, Dr. Jess T. Casey, Mrs. Beth Schrader Harrill, Mrs. 
Julian Hinson, Mrs. Susan Hayes Kelly, Dr. David M. Lowry, Mrs. Shirley H. Fishburne. 

First Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church: Miss Ruth Stephenson, Miss Mary E. 
Jenkins, D. C. Youngblood, Mrs. Herbert Crawford, Patrick Robinson. 

Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church: Miss Nancy G. Campbell, Mrs. Edwin R. Jeter, 
Mrs. Toney B. Jackson, Mrs. Jack Baker, Mrs. Jack V. Tait. 

First Baptist Church: Mrs. E. R. Treverton, D. C. Youngblood, Mrs. Starr Chambers, 
Miss Virginia Eckleberry, Miss Mary Ina Sigmon, Miss Joyce Hall, Mrs. Robert H. 
Marett, Mrs. Jo Dozier. 

Oaldand Baptist Church: Mrs. Robert H. Marett. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church: Mrs. Jack Lee. 

Ebenezer Presbyterian Church: Mrs. M. C. Newland, Mrs. Starr Chambers, Wesley 
Revels. 

Woodland Methodist Church: Billy Fallaw, Mrs. Jack Lee. 

*Also, Miss Marion Roddey (later Mrs. Sam Miller of Columbia, S.C.), 
who was one of the organists before Miss Nancy G. Campbell. 
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IV. THEATER ORGAN 

In addition to the pipe organs installed in Rock Hill churches and at Winthrop 
College (now University), a pipe organ was installed in the Stevenson Theater, a motion 
picture theater in the downtown section of Rock Hill, in January, 1928, following the 
completion of the new theater building (between Penney's Department Store and Phillips 
Drugstore). A newspaper account states that the new theater's organ was built by the 
Geneva Organ Company and that it was "an instrument of marvelous power in orchestral 
effects," that could simulate "a great orchestra." The organ was used between movie 
features each day. The manager of the Stevenson Theater, Ben L. Strozier, was also the 
theater organist. He was organist of First Presbyterian Church from 1940 to 1945. The 
theater organ was used regularly from 1928 to about 1938. This writer, a movie fan, 
started patronizing the Stevenson Theater on a regular basis beginning in 1940, and the 
organ at that time was nowhere to be seen or heard. 


